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Classes with too many students increase teachers' intense workload and excess administrative duties, which will inevitably have
negative effects on teachers' professional practice and effectiveness. Since teacher-student interaction, individualized teaching,
remedy education, achievement-based consulting and family-school cooperation all require low teacher-student ratio as
necessary prerequisite, large class size will effect both the teaching and leaming aspects of educational quality, therefore, small
class teaching became the focus of attention.

The main aim of small class teaching is to foster students' development in a joyful learning environment. It emphasis on
students' individual differences, allow for flexible instructional techniques and teaching materials, enable students to develop
according to their individual abilities.

Neighboring regions have been implementing small class teaching for quite some time. We have leaming from experiences that
although teachers may face some difficulties, there are significant benefits after small class teaching was implemented. For example,

I Increase teachers' professional ability and teaching quality.

2. Respect students' Individual differences, stimulate hidden ability, and provide individualized education.
3. Emphasis on students' basic ability, development students' interest and self-learning ability.

4. Improve teacher-student interaction in classroom.
5.
6.

Improve counseling outcome,

Teachers may teach according to individual students' ability, students have more opportunity to participate in class; as a result

students receive more attention and instruction from teachers.

Create better leaming environment, allocate more educational resources and abundant situational arrangements to generate

higher leaming motivation and continuous leaming interest.

Teachers work closer with parents in a closer collaborative framework.

9. Enhance the spirit of teamwork within school, develop cooperative learning attitudes, and use cooperative teaching or
classroom observation to increase accelerate the opportunity to learn from each other.

10. The participation of parents and community members may provide schools with more manpower, financial resources and materfals.
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In summary, when small class teaching is implemented, it is not just for the benefit of the school administrators and the teachers,
families and the community as a whole will also benefit. In small class teaching, teachers' professional development, teaching attitudes,
students' leaming attitudes and teachers" instructional materials, instructional methods and instructional quality will all be accelerated.
In this way our next generation will be able to receive quality education and become pillar of the 2 Ist century. @&

Dr. So Chiu-Ho

Dean of Faculty of Education of University of Macau
Excerpted from: "Perfect parents”, December, 2001
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If you were just expelled from a school, or you were a new
immigrant wish to continue to study in Macao, you can
directly inquire and apply for the school you wish to enroll. If

MRERERDSRENBL » REBEIARNE the school(s) you are interested in do not have vacancy, the
school does not accept you, or you want to obtain more

P 5 \ e o

REE  IRBAERREMBX  SETLUBTAE information on other local schools, you can come to the

FHEFENBRAMKRE - BIMRRFTRELM Department of Education of Education and Youth Affairs
AR Department located on the third floor of No. 926 Avenida
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Praia Grande.
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A—EBH . EERTEBITR 1 S e e e
P N £ = oo papkEs A ara 0 pedido de colocagio escolar, o aluno, acompanhado do documento de identificagio vélido ou documento de W udent,
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ERRFERA - b bl 0 d d idos pum tratar duk ssunto. Depois de

i O 30 e desejos do aluno, If vacancy is not available immediately, the type or location of

the school does not meet the student' s prerequisite, the
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