Sequndo a proposta das normas, as salas de explicagbes devem dar aos pais e
aos alunos informagdes sobre o nimero de vagas de cada turma e a tarifa antes
de fazer a inscrigdo, Penso que se conseqguirem por estas informagdes na Internet,
serd mais conveniente para os pais. Sobre o aumento da dimensdo de apoio
pedagdgico por aluno e a reserva de espago de actividade para 30 metros
quadrados, no caso de salas de explicagdes terem mais de cem estudantes,
também tem um efeito muito pratico para aperfeicoar o ambiente de aprendizagem
dos estudantes, por isso concordo completamente.

Embora as novas normas possam melhorar o ambiente de aprendizagem dos
estudantes e permitir obter mais apoio, acho que a pressdo é ainda grande se os
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estudantes tém de ir a salas de explicacdes apos estudarem um dia inteiro na
escola. £ o mais grave é que isto signitica uma redugao do tempo de convivio com
a familia. Como mde sinto-me consumida pelo remorso.

Decidi conversar com a minha filha a sério, discutimos se é necessdrio ir & sala de
explicagdes. Mesmo que tenha de ir, ndo deve ficar 13 tanto tempo. Deve voltar
para casa, descansar mais cedo e conviver com a familia, diminuindo eventuais
mal-entendidos. Resolvi tirar alqgum tempo aos fins de semana para acompanhar a
minha filha, de forma a reforgar a nossa relagao.

Kal Si (Um encarregado de educagdo)
Extracto de “Pais Perfeitos”, No. 26, Julho de 2009
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My daughter was studying in a middle school in the central region. According to my
observation, her learning pressure was very great. She fought hard in the books
from eight in the morning to more than four in the afternoon except lunch hour. She
needed to do homework and studies after returning home. Therefore | would
rather use my limited knowledge to help her instead of sending her to tutorial
school. When she was in primary school, she managed to handle her homework.
This year after she entered grade one junior middle school, the pressure on
learning increased suddenly. Therefore | hoped to find a tutorial schoal to help her
in English and Mathematics subjects.

Very soon | found that it racked my brains on how to find a suitable tutorial school.
At last, | had no choice but try to search from newspaper. One day | read an
advertisement of a tutorial school which introduced its gualified teachers and
reasonable fee and all students here had obtained good study results every year.
| decided to bring my daughter to visit this tutorial school and to understand it
comprehensively. When | came to this tutorial school, firstly | wanted to check its
environment but the tutorial school revealed that the students were studying and |
could not visit inside. | said that | want to understand the qualification of teachers
and they answered all teachers had good qualifications and were experienced. The
tuition fee was charged according to chosen subjects. After all they called for me
to be at ease and said it was wise to choose this tutorial school. The only harvest
of this journey was that | was sure that this was a place for students to take tutorial
lesson after school hour, but nothing else. In this helpless situation | had to “feel at
ease” to send my daughter here.

In fact, | was really not released in heart. On the first day after | accompanied my
daughter and saw her enter the tutorial school, | lingered outside the door for a
while. Then | saw a parent bringing her child there and heard her urge again and
again this small child to do the homework first and marked down the problems and
waited to ask the tutor in the class when she came. | was curious and | chatted with
this parent, hoping o understand more aboul the siluation of this tulorial school.
From her | knew that the tutors working here were middle school students. Most of
them would come only after school and would be late if they had more homework
and even sometimes they even came very late. Therefore this parent urged her
child to do the homework herself beforehand and not be too late to return home.
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She said that this tutorial school should not hire students, because when the
students rushed here in hurry, she felt sad for them too. It was still lucky that the
tutor was conscientious and attentive. In view that every tutorial school was quite
the same in situation, therefore, her son remained taking tutorial lesson here.
Nevertheless she had some substantial understanding of this tutorial school and |
had no idea whether the tutors would help my daughter and how many qualified
tutors were there. It seemed that the tutorial school should increase its
transparency greatly.

At this time, fortuitously | read from newspaper that the Education and Youth
Affairs Bureau was preparing to implement a revision on tutorial school legislation.
For that it held a public consultation to explain the revised contents and obtain
public opinions. Immediately | registered for the participation. | hoped to provide
some opinion and request that the tutorial schools increase its transparency. |
believed that the tutorial schools should provide more detailed information for the
parents to select a suitable tutorial school for their children,
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This public consultation allowed me to understand the reason why the Youth Affairs
Bureau revised the legislation. The new legislation had clearer standards on
operations of tutorial schools. It allowed the tutorial schools easier to understand
and follow and the parents to have more information when selecting tutorial
schools. It was no doubt that this was great and good news to the parents. The
revised legislation was more appropriate. For example, it regulated that the tutorial
counselors for primary and junior middle school must be senior middle school
qualified. It avoided the middle schools students to be tutors. In this way it reduced
the effect on middle school students’ learning and in the meantime it guaranteed
the quality of the tutors. Another example was that it requlated that the tutorial
school be stationed with learning counselors for students to have suitable learning
counseling in tutorial schools during its operations. Besides that it regulated the
tutorial schools to guarantee the hygiene and safety of food if the tutorial schools
were providing meal services. All these were the concerns of parents.

This draft statute requlated that the tutorial school should allow parents to know
the number of students in each class and tuition fee betore registration. | thought
it would be much convenient if this infermation could be put on internet. The draft
statute also required the enhancement of space for each student and an area of
30 square feet for student activity, in school with over 100 students. These had
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practical effect to improve the learning environment of students. Therefore |
supported it greatly.

Although the new statute helped to improve the learning environment of tutorial
school as a whole and allowed students to have better learning consultant, | was
still worried that after one day's hard learning in school, the students had to go to
tutorial school and their burden was too heavy. More important was that after
participating in the tutorial school, the students had less time to get along with
their family and | felt quilty.

| decided to sit down and talk to my daughter seriously in order to ensure whether
it was a must to go to the tutorial school. Even if it was, the time in tutorial school
should be lessened in order to get home earlier. So that she had more time to stay
with family members and it could shortened the relationship distance. | made up
my mind secretly. In future, | would find more time on every weekend to get along
with my daughter in order to enhance our relationship.

Kai Sei (Writer: a parent)
Excerpted from: {Perfect Parents})26th Issue, July 2009
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