The implementation of free education subsidy system ensured the schooling
opportunity for school aged children, especially for students who came from
families with financial problems, realizing the true idea of equal educational
opportunity. In the meantime, free education system exempted school fees for
parents and cancelled supplementary services charges (known as miscellaneous
fee). It allowed parents not to worry about their children’s losing the learning
opportunity because of family financial problem. Despite their family financial
problems, parents and students could choose appropriate schools freely to pursue
study for their future developments.

The implementation of Free Education Subsidy System improved the teaching
environment of schools and had an aggressive effect on the enhancement of
educational quality. Since the implementation of Free Education Subsidy System in
the academic year 1995/1996, the Government had plans to reduce the number of
students in each class subsequently and created small-sized class for teaching. In
the first year of implementation, the Government limited the number of students in
each class to not more than 45 for infant education 1st level. From the academic
year 2007/2008, the maximum number of students in each class was reduced from
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45 to 35 and subsequently extended in each year to the upper level through
legislation, so as to reduce the number of students in each class gradually. In this
way, it allowed the teachers to have more time to pay attention to the individual and
specialized development of each student in the class. It enhanced continually the
teaching skills of teachers and learning motivation of students and ensured the
smooth progress and development of teaching.

Besides these, Free Education Subsidy System also promoted healthy competition
and diversified development between schools. When miscellaneous fees were the
same for all schools, the schools needed to enhance continually in their teachers'
quality, teaching effects, study environment and build up a characteristic schooling
in order to attract students to study there. From that we could see that the
Government's continual and increasing investment in free education had profound
effect on the educational quality of Macao as a whole.

Chiang Ka U (Senior Technician of Education and Youth Affairs Bureau- Division of
Socio-Educational Aids)
Excerpted from: {Teacher's Magazine}27th Issue, December 2009
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