Is it a must for children to
go to tutoring centre? | *

On Sunday | had meals with my good friends and in a small chat, Mary who
came back from foreign country asked me suddenly, “It is just expected that
Macao is quite different. Primary students go to school at night and not in
daytime. Is it really tight for school vacancies?”

We clearly knew that the number of student admission was less than before,
because the birth rate in Macao decreased in the past few years. Why did she
say so?

So it was because when she was shopping at night she met many children
wearing school uniform and carrying heavy schools bags. It was really a
beautiful misunderstanding!

The reason for going to tutoring centre

Being Macao students are really very hard. They leave home at seven early in
the morning and still they have to go to tutoring centre after school and do not
return home until eight or nine o'clock at night. They are “fatique bombed" for
more than ten hours in one day. One can image their tiredness in body and
mind. It is no wonder that: Our children do not have fortunate childhood! How
can they have energy for schooling if they have no sufficient time for rest? It
is just like to put a cart before the horse and creates a vicious cycle.

After all should these children go to tutoring centre? To answer this question,
| believe that we cannot treat different matters as the same.

Parents may have many reasons to send their children to tutoring centres. For
example:

* With the economic development of Macao, working couples are increasing.
| do not have enough time to take care of my child. The tutoring centre usually
provides pick-up services and lunch services which enables the centres to
supervise and take care of children for parents. Thus the tutoring centre acts
like a “Child Care Centre” and solves a big problem for working couples
families.

- Some of the good tutoring teachers to some levels are able to compensate
for inadequate teaching in class for some children and improve their learning.

* It is true that my child’s studying foundation is not good in some subjects
and | hope to help him through tutoring centre.

* Recently my child misses classes more than before because of sickness
(casualties) and he cannot catch up the lesson.

* Other children have been going to the tutoring centres, my child cannot fall
behind.

Problems that may happen

In fact timely tutoring lessons do help solve some of the above prablems, But
does every child need to go to tutoring centre? Recently some of the parents
wrote articles in newspaper to reflect that the situation of their children was
becoming “worse”. Some parents found that their children were treated
inhumanly. Therefore we must take consciousness on problems which may
bring to children in tutoring centre.

Firstly, if tutoring time is too long and children need to stay in tutering centre
for three to four hours after school and return home at seven or eight o'clock
at night, it is a heavy burden for the physical bodies and mentality of children.
Learning is increasingly heavy day after day. Thus it may affect their time for
rest and limit their chances for participating in necessary physical
exercise and other activities.

Secondly, if children depend on tutoring centre for a long time, it may
affect their aggressiveness on learning. Originally many children have

difficulty in handling their school homework and that is why they go to ﬂ:

tutoring centre. But instead of helping them, the tutoring centre increases
their workload by giving them more assignments, causing “more tiredness”.
The definite result is that children will gradually lose their learning interest and
become increasingly listless.

Thirdly, children’s dependence on tutoring centre may affect their confidence
in learning. One of the reasons for bad academic performance is that children
cannot review homework by themselves. Many of the tutoring centers do not
know how to teach children to set up study schedule but do it for them. Every
day the teachers supervise and arrange for them. As time goes by, children
depend on tutoring centre and do not know how to learn after they leave the
centre.

Also, many parents and children regard tutoring centre as the last weapon.
Therefore if the tutoring lessons are increasingly difficult, parents will lose
confidence and children may think that they have no way to learn well and lose
confidence in learning completely. The result is tutoring centre becomes the
end place for children’s own learning life and a place for “sentence to death”.
Regarding the above situation, people call this “Tutoring centre composite
syndrome”. Patient's symptoms include: learning desire decreases, lazy to use
his brain, negative on self-concept and lack of responsibilities. As for more
serious patients, they will lose appetites and lack of energy and usually get
sick the day before every test and examination.

Beside that, it is true that there are good and bad tutoring centres with
different qualities. The Government has set up license system for monitoring
tutoring centres. But some of the tutoring centres are over admitting students.
As a result the activity area is small, hygienic conditions need improvement,
lightening and other facilities are worth our attention. More important is that
some of the “teachers” are studying in university and even some of them are
secondary and primary students. Most of them do not have educational
experiences and reqular training. Some of their ways of teaching lag behind.
Due to their ages, some of them are rude, lack of patience and love. If parents
choose tutoring centres inappropriately, the result may be little gain and great
loss.
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Give you several suggestions
In this way, whether children need to go to tutoring centre depends on different
children and families. The following suggestions may bring some inspiration to
you:

- |f parents are able to take care of children themselves, do not send the
children to tutoring centre.

* If children can solve learning problems themselves, do not force them to go to
tutoring centre.

- You must select the tutoring centre which is qualified with government license.

- Pay attention to the hygienic conditions, lightening, space and safety situation
of tutoring centre.

- To watch the qualifications of teachers in tutoring centres, especially their
characteristics, forms and ways of teaching.

* To think about what are the needs of children in tutoring centre and select
tutorial contents which are appropriate for them.

* Always go to understand the learning and living situation of children in tutoring
centre and listen attentively to their feelings.

* Once we discover that children are listless and their studying attitude is steadily
deteriorating with academic performance unsatisfactory, we need to contact
tutoring centre or school teachers in time, in order to analyse the reasons in
detail.
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* Do not send our children to tutoring centre when he/she is firmly reluctant.

* Do not think that the more homework and examination the tutoring centre has,
the better it is.

- To watch children’s interpersonal relationship in tutoring centre.

It is our duty to educate our children

No matter what, it is parents’ unavoidable duty to educate their own children. No
matter they are in school or tutoring centre, it is just a kind of help or supplement
to educate our children.

In medern society, school is indispensable for educating our next generation and
tutoring centre has its existing value. But parents’ concern and help is
indispensable for children, As parents we need to bear this responsibility
practically and we must not shift the duty to school and tutoring centre with
“peace of mind”, We must spare some precious time to accompany our children
during their growing.

Ai Yun (Primary School Teacher)
Excerpted from : £ Perfect Parents) 21st Issue, November 2007

RO MEAEY—RARAE  BEBEH T DRHYE - b EFR
AE o XRMATRT “MHE" BOUR - SIRFAEREFALEEENEH
PR~ B - AR - BRIMENE -

.EXFELR R “H" &8
SHEZIEEHFTFR  TLFENAS - THEERE - THORE - UEA
KM EBERE  HATRESHESESENEFENABERNE—RT
B REHBARNBELZEH  SHA—RJIRE_MELE - X TF
—PHEERRRE R R - DRSS ]REXGIRTHE - MEHRR - A
S0 2RNIERRE - RERAZKKNEE  EHREEADNSE - B2H
ftARR » RN OZEERERNGE  FERATASHIER « 1
18 FESFEE DRI ERNGHERZLREE - BERREDNT
HrAniHg - EFEA0E EEENERTHNAZET - FHBMITEERA
HERIWE ~ JUIRFEER -

EEIEE»>




