Let Us Together Start the Journey of
Curriculum Reform and Development

- Formacgdo de professores: através das formagdes de professores principais, dos

intercdmbios com professores da China Continental e das actividades de
desenvolvimento profissional curriculares direccionadas para lideres escolares,
oferecer variados apoios as escolas e aos professores para participarem na
reforma do curriculo.

- Projecto-piloto: encorajar as escolas a concretizarem o quadro curricular e as
exigéncias das competéncias académicas basicas, acumular as experiéncias da
execucdo curricular, dando referéncias para as escolas de Macau.

- Enriquecer os recursos curriculares: reforcar a criagdo do curriculo através do
uso da internet, aperfeicoar os equipamentos educativos das escolas, explorar
continuamente os manuais locais, oferecendo os apoios para as escolas e os
professores em termos de software e hardware.

- Sensibilizacdo e promogdo: divulgar as orientacdes e o essencial da reforma e
do desenvolvimento curriculares, a sociedade, escolas, professores, estudantes
e seus familiares, através de diversos meios, tais como: internet, videos
publicados, sessdes de esclarecimento, etc,

5.Conclusao

Através deste texto, creio que todos vocés ficaram a conhecer os objectivos
basicos sobre a reforma e o desenvolvimento curriculares de Macau. Os objectivos
da reforma e do desenvolvimento curriculares pretendem que, todos os
estudantes possam ser bem-sucedidos na aprendizagem, desenvolvam as suas
diferentes potencialidades, promovam o seu desenvolvimento integral pessoal e
obtenham, consequentemente, uma educagdo qualificada. Por esta razdo, a
reforma e o desenvolvimento curriculares dependem do apoio e da participacao
activa da sociedade, escolas, docentes, estudantes e familiares, fazendo com que
0 ensino ndo superior de Macau possa desenvolver-se de forma estavel e continua.

Informagdes mais recentes sobre a reforma e o desenvolvimento curriculares,
podem ser obtidas acedendo ao portal da DSEJ em:
http://www.dsej.gov.mo/crdc/mainnews.php

Lok Weng Fai (Divisdo de Estudos e Apoio a Reforma Educativa, Técnico Superior
da 22 Classe)
Extracto da “Revista de Professores”, N.% 35 , Dezembro de 2011

1.Preface

We believe that most of the school leaders and teachers in Macao know something
about the “Curriculum Reform and Development” from the experiences of
neighboring countries or regions. Examples are China's implementation of new
curriculum standard (referred to as “New Standard”), Taiwan's “Grade 1-9
Curriculum™ which proposes the ten capability indicators and the nine generic skills
proposed by Hong Kong, etc. If someone asks you — how is the promotion of
curriculum reform and development in Macao? Are there any specific measures?
What are the impacts on school, teacher and student? | believe that many
educational workers still need in-depth understanding in order to answer.

It happened that the Youth and Affairs Bureau had organized rounds of consultation
on basic aptitude requirements of various subjects for primary school. | believe that
the participating educational workers have a preliminary understanding on the
curriculum reform and development in Macao. Now let us together start the journey
of curriculum reform and development.

2.To understand our curriculum reform and development

Why does Macao need the implementation of curriculum reform and development?

= With the rapid development of society, there is an intensive need for cultivation of
talents. Therefore the school curriculum and teaching must be able to improve
the overall competitiveness of student as a whole; to cultivate the overall
communication and collaboration ability, critical thinking and innovative skill of
student. In the meantime we should promote student’s all-round development
and lay the basis for student’s life-long learning.

* The demand for quality education from teacher and student increases every day.
How to improve the efficiency of teaching and learning, to reduce the
non-teaching works of teacher, to arrange reasonable class hours, to change the
traditional one-way teaching mode, to reduce student’s excessive homework
burden, to change the learning way of memorizing and to change using written
test as being the only way for student assessment etc.
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* Macao has accumulated certain curriculum resources and has the needed
conditions. For example the outline for various educational levels in various
subjects promulgated in the years 1994-1999 has been implemented in schools
for many years and certain curriculum implementation experiences have been
accumulated; the implementation of “Teaching Design Award Scheme”
encourages teacher to design school based curriculum; the promulgation and
implementation of « Non-tertiary Education Framework Law» which helps bring
about improvement of the educational system gradually as a whole; the
promotion of the 15 years free education and small class size etc.
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What are the details in this cur

* To stipulate “Curriculum Framework”: “Curriculum Framework” is the document

promulgated in the form of administrative regulation to regulate the basic
framework for school curriculum. Simply it is the curriculum aim for various
educational stages of school to follow and lays out regulations for division of
school learning areas and setting of subjects, academic year and educational
activity hours in every week and the teaching activity time (class hours) etc. The
main objective of curriculum framework is:

a) To extend the number of school day in each academic year, so as to reduce
the weekly teaching hours. The extension of school day to no less than 195
days in each academic year increases the number of weeks for teaching and
reduces weekly class hours appropriately. This arrangement, on condition of
not affecting teaching and learning, enables teacher and student to smooth
out their weekly workload rationally. Thus it reduces the daily burden of
teacher and student.

b) To introduce the concept of “Learning Areas” and the provisions for leisure
activity. It introduces the concept of “Learning Areas” to strengthen
student'’s link with subjects; to promote their overall understanding on things
and ability to use things comprehensively so as to establish an innovative
knowledge environment. The provisions for leisure activity aim to reduce
teaching activity hours appropriately and in the meantime allow student to
develop their different potentials to cultivate different healthy interests
through participation in a variety of sports, culture and arts activities. The
purpose is to bring in diversified learning experiences and provide necessary
supports, space and opportunities to promote student's all-round
development and self-realization.

* To stipulate “Basic Aptitude Requirement”: “Basic Aptitude Requirement” is the

3) The impacts
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basic literacy which a student should possess after he completes a particular
stage of education. These include basic knowledge, skills, abilities, emotions,
attitudes and values which are the basis for student’s future development and
lifelong learning. “Basic Aptitude Requirement” is the “basic requirement” and
not the “highest requirement” from student. Teachers should have consensus
on this basic requirement. What are the ability and performance that a Macao
student should possess to satisfy the needs of social development after he
completes a particular stage of learning? Through the planning of this basic
requirement, teachers can better select and organize teaching contents, delete
old and obsolete curriculum and assess their students effectively.
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+ Because of the “learning Areas” concept introduced from “Curriculum

Framework”, school should thoroughly consider the links between different
subjects. School needs to give enough attention to the completeness of subject
contents and in the same time to take care of student’s comprehensive learning.

School should take initiative to collaborate with other organizations and
communities to hold a variety of useful sports, culture and arts leisure activities
for the participation of students and reduce students’ homework burden
appropriately for effective development of activities.

School curriculum should be comprehensive and well balanced. The contents
should complement student’s life and the needs of social development so as to
cultivate student who knows how to learn, and with the awareness and ability for
lifelong learning. Therefore, the design of curriculum and form of assessment
should be based on the goal of prometing the all-round development of student.
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* “Curriculum Framework” and “Basic Aptitude Requirement” are the basic

structure of school curriculum only. After complying with the premise of
“Curriculum Framework” and “Basic Aptitude Requirement”, school can develop
curriculum according to school's characteristic and the learning needs of
student, including for example subject offered, selection of textbooks, teaching
activities and leisure activities arrangements etc.
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* “Curriculum Framework” adjusts the total learning hours for student reasonably.

Therefore, teacher should use the weekly class hours and non-class hours
flexibly to match with teaching progress, be attentive to the needs of student,
and provide learning and psychological counseling for them.

‘Basic Aptitude Requirement” is mainly the basic literacy that a student should
possess after completing a particular educational stage. Therefore teacher can
design his own class teaching activities, select and organize teaching contents,
set up student assessment method and criteria according to his own professional
and actual situation.

The purpose of curriculum reform is to promote student's all-round
development, allowing them to know how to learn and to elevate learning
efficiency. Therefore teacher's teaching concept and method should have
corresponding complement to change the traditional one-way teaching mode, to
encourage student to participate in knowledge cultivation aggressively through
different ways such as lectures, discussion, sharing, exploration, experiences
and conclusion, etc, so as to assist student to accumulate learning experiences.
Besides, it is still necessary to streamline, restructure, and integrate course
contents by deleting old and obsolete learning burden for the sake of creating
necessary conditions and environment to achieve the “Basic Aptitude
Requirement”.

4) Other related measures
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* (Case studies and guidelines: As “Basic Aptitude Requirement” is different from

syllabus, it not only regulates school teaching and learning but also gives weight
to the development levels of student as well. Therefore, the Government, after
having stipulated “Basic Aptitude Requirement”, prepares corresponding case
studies and quideline for school and teacher. They are especially related to
analysis and interpretation of the rationale behind the basic aptitude
requirement. In the meantime, they include recommendation for course contents
or learning theme, curriculum implementation, evaluation proposal and teaching
cases etc. in order to assist school and teacher to transform “Basic Aptitude
Requirement” into curriculum teaching effectively. It also assists school and
teacher to enhance their curriculum development ability and teaching quality.
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» Teacher training: Through providing training for key teachers, exchanging with
outstanding teachers from Mainland China, and organizing curriculum
professional development activities for school leaders, to provide supports in
different aspects to school teacher in the course of this curriculum reform.

5) Conclusion

Through the introduction of this article, | believe that you have a preliminary
understanding on Macao’s curriculum reform and development. The purpose of
curriculum reform and development is to let every student learn how to learn, to
develop their potentials in various aspects and to promote their all-round
development towards quality education. Therefore, curriculum reform and
development depends greatly on the support and aggressive participation of the
public, schools, teachers, students and parents, for the non-tertiary education in
Macao to develop steadily and continuously.

« Pilot scheme: To encourage school to take the lead in the implementation of
curriculum framework and basic aptitude requirement so as to accumulate
curriculum implementation experiences for the reference of other schools in
Macao.

* Enrich curriculum resources: To strengthen the construction of curriculum
website, improve the equipment for school teaching and develop local teaching
materials continuously, thus providing overall supports to school teacher.

For latest news on this curriculum reform and development, you are welcome to
visit the web page address below:
http://www.dsej.gov.mo/crdc/mainnews.php

«» Promotion: To promote the directions and focuses of this curriculum reform and
development to the public, school, teacher, students and parents through
different channels such as web page, promotional video and lectures etc.
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Lok Weng Fai (Division of Research and Education Reform)
Excerpted from: «Teacher's Magazine» 35th issue, December 2011
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