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A Retrospect of my
Education Work

In the year 1995 Salesians of Don Bosco
resumed their education work in mainland China.
Many friars in our school were stationed in China,
including Friar Tam Chec Kei, who was in charge of
the mechanical workshop. Fr. Estanislaus Vu Tak-
lau, principal of the year, entrusted me with the task of
managing the mechanical workshop, thus starting my
career of managing the workshop for more than twenty
years. Initially, | was at a loss as to how to deal with
the numerous mechanical facilities, each demanding a
different operation skill, and each being a professional
expertise. How could all these machines be handled
with ease? These included jigsaws, drilling machines,
lathes, milling machines, grinding wheels, welding
machines, etc. Besides, the original machines were
all broken. How could the problems be solved at that
time? The first person who offered help to solve the
problems in the workshop was Mr. Ho Kong Leng,
school supervisor at the time. It is not known which
benefactor he had sought help from. The problem of
renovating the machines was partially solved, making
them available for every student in class.

After several years of operation, with the yearly
introduction of new machines, the mechanical
workshop had developed to a certain size by the year
2002. | had also mastered the integrated teaching
methods of mechanical engineering. It so happened
that the computer teachers suggested combining
computer sciences with mechanical engineering for
the development of computer-controlled mechanical
devices to be used for the display of the teaching
effectiveness of our special subjects at some
exhibitions. The Macau Computer Festival in the
early days and the current Technological Activities
Week have all provided platforms for our students to
showcase their products.
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The year 2004 was also the turning point of my
work. | resolutely ended my twenty years’ work as
a track and field leader and introduced robots into
my life. My intention at that time was to enhance
our students’ academic motivation through greater
diversification of our academic subjects. | thus
attempted to introduce robotic teaching, which was
then still at its infancy. The development of robots
originated from students’ active participation. At that
time the entire Macau was engaged in the exploration
stage. A lot of techniques were unknown to us. The
moment | brought the robots into the workshop, |
could imagine the difficulties | would encounter. But
nothing is impossible. As long as we are ready to
make attempts at innovation, many problems can be
solved. First of all, we got acquainted with Mr. Kan Chi
Kwong, the Father of Hong Kong Robots. Through
his help and inspiration, there were solutions to
many problems such as teaching materials, facilities,
consumables, purchases of components, etc and
various exchange activities and competitions were
also gradually launched.

With the help of Fr. Joseph Chow Pak Fai,
principal at the time, a laser engraving cutting
machine was installed. It was the very first of the
kind in our school and even in Macau. Students’
room for creativity was thus immensely enhanced.
Without depending on manual work in various
kinds of production, students could spend the time
thus saved doing critical thinking. Productivity of
various kinds thus improved by leaps and bounds.
Seeing the dramatic progress our school had made,
other schools came for advice. Macau secondary
schools’ technological development made progress
with giant strides. In 2007 our students, Vong Kam
Veng and Vong Keng Kan, won the first inter-town
championship. In 2008 Leong Ho Wang, Kwok Chun
Kit, Pun Kwok Ho won the Second-Class Award in
the National Adolescents Science & Technology
Innovation Contest. In 2011 Cho Sio Hin and Chiang
Cheuk Seng won the Nation-Wide Championship
in the Humanoid Free Gymastics Competition, for
the first time in history. In 2012 Chiang Cheuk Seng,
Leong Lok In, Kwan Seng Lam also won the First
World Championship in the Humanoid Performance
Dance Competition in Mexico City. Finally, in 2013
Lam Chi Chong and Chan Tin Chun won the first prize
in the Robot Boxing Competition for the first time in
Vancouver, Canada. So far we have succeeded in
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winning the championship in all the events we have
participated in. In retrospect, there are no regrets!

Looking back on my past years of teaching, | find
my teaching career very fruitful. All of my abilities have
been well exploited in life. My students’ potentials
have also been fully developed. Of course, there have
also been joys and tears. Together we visited different
institutes to upgrade ourselves. We also stayed awake
for a few nights getting ready for a competition. We
argued with the judges at the venue and also cried
bitterly at losing a competition. Of course, we felt
ecstatic over the winning of a championship. Such is
life, a wonderful teaching life, in which | have shared
experiences with my students.




